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Railroad Advertisement
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Tniosr Pacific Railroad]
Located in the GREAT CENTRAL BELT of POPU-
LATION, COMMERCE and WEALTH, and
adjoining the WORLD’S HIGHWAY
from OCEAN TO OCEAN.

12,000,000 ACRES!

3.000,000 Acres in Central and
Fastern Nebraska, in the Platte Valley, now for sale!

We invite the attention of all parties seeking
a HOME, to the LANDS offered for sale by this Company.
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Unit 4, Activity 1
Follow the Buffalo

Theme:

American Indians lived off
the land for generations,
using what the land provided
and adapting fo a lifestyle
based on survival.

Objectives:

1. Students will be able to
name one type of house
that American Indians
lived in.

Students will be able to
name two ways the
American Indian utilized
the land to survive,

Materials Needed:

Pictures of the types of
homes the American indians
lived in, parts of a bison

Subject: social studies,
science

Skills: understanding,
analyzation

Methods: On-site at Homestead National Monument of America,
students will explore the world of American Indians through discover-
ing how they used the bison, prairie, and crops. This activity is con-
ducted at the Education Center at Homestead National Monument of
America.

A member of the monument staff will be conducting the following
program:

1. Ask students what types of houses the American Indians lived in
on the plains? (This is to find out the knowledge base of the
students) Explain to students that there were two cultures of
American Indians on the Plains - Earth Lodgers and Tipi Dwellers.
Explain how the two lived.

First - The Bison Grocery Store. The instructor will show the
parts of the bison, explaining the different uses by American
Indians and the concept that all parts were utilized.

Second - The Crops of the Earth Lodgers. The instructor will
explain that American Indians alsc grew plants like corn, squash,
and beans, and preserved them in storage caches.

Adapt to Classroom use: Set up centers similar to the above t_hree.
steps in the classroom for students to discover the uses of the bison,
planting crops, and plants of the prairie.

An Exploring Experience: Have students write a story
choosing an American Indian Tribe and describing a day in the life of
one persen in that tribe,




. Ask students where the neighbors in the narrative are from.
Show students the world map. Ask where they think people
moved from when they came west. Explain to students that
people came from east of the Mississippi River in the U.S. and
from Europe for many different reasons.

Explain to students that they will learn about some of the
people who moved west and some of the reasons why they
moved.

Divide students into groups of 6 and give each group a copy of
the paper game board. Hand out People Who Moved West
cards, one to each student. The cards come in packets of six.
Be sure each group gets six groups of cards.

Card groups are as follows: 1) an elderly woman from Pennsyl-
vania, 2) an African-American family from South Carolina, 3) a
family from Germany, 4) a single female from Virginia, 5) a man
from Czechoslovakia, 8) a Civil War Veteran and his

family from Chio.

The idea of the game is for students to gather information
about their person and share this information with the rest of the
students in their group. Students need to gather all 5 cards
related to their individual by moving across the game board.
Students will have to roll the dice to move to a different square
and do what that square tells them to do. To start, roll the dice.
The person with the lowest number goes first.

Continue in a clockwise order. As each student starts, they

must read their card to the group. There are 6 piles of cards

next to the board for the different information on the people.

The piles are: 1) Person Card tells who they are, 2} Family Card

tells if they have a family or not, 3) Travel Card tells how they

traveled west, 4) Reason Card tells why they came west, 5)

Possessions Card tells what they brought with them, and 6)

Living Card tells what the people did before they left their

homeland. When students iand on or pass over a game

board square that tells them to pick up an information card,
they need to pick up the one that matches the number on their

Person cards. They must read that information to the group.

Then it becomes the next person's turn. The game continues

until each player finishes and collects all 6 information cards for

his/her person. They do not need to roll the exact number to
finish.

7. Gather students back together. Ask what they learned about
the people who came west to homestead. Where were they
from? Why did they come west to homestead? What do they

think happened to them on their claims?

An Exploring Experience: Have students collect information on
where their ancestors came from and ask if anyone knows why they
moved. Either have students make a collage of the countries their
ancestors came from or have students choose one country. Have
students include pictures of items that come from that coun-
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The People Who Came West

Unit 4, Activity 2

Theme:
Many different types of people
came to the Great Plains to make a
better life for themselves and their
families. The railroads and home-
stead communities advertised in
Europe “free land" in America.
Many people came to the U.S. to
stake a claim.

Objectives:

1. Students will be able to state
one reason that people from
the east came west.

2. Students will be able to state
why African Americans came
west,

3. Students will be able to state
why European immigrants
came to the U.S. and what they
hoped would happen in this
new land.

Materials Needed: Material
Sheet: People Who Came West
Cards, world map, board game

Subject: social studies

Skills: analyzing, moving objects

Page 47

- belonged to.

Methods: Students will learn about the different groups of
people that came west to homestead through an activity that
assigns each student a person to role play.

1. Explain to students that many different people came west to
homestead bringing with them their own hopes, dreams, and
cultural backgrounds.

2. Read the narrative statement to students.

Narrative:
Cut here in the west, when | first came out to claim land, there
were very few white men and even fewer white women. Many
indian tribes once inhabited the Plains. The government moved
them to reservations to make room for the new setilers. At first |
was very leery about meeting or seeing Indians as | had heard
stories about them thieving and killing. Can't say | found much
truth in the stories. Sometimes a few braves would walk right
into your home and want food, but | don’t think they meant much
harm. They'd give my wife a scare; eat a bit of our food, and
leave. They live very differently from the way | live, but after
learning about their ways, it seems {0 me to make some sense.
The Cmaha, Ponca, Pawnee, Otoe, and the Sioux once lived on
this land. Some still pass by now and then on horseback to and
from the reservations. They tell me their people have been here
a long time, many generations, and they worked out the best
ways to live with the prairie. At least it's the best way for them.

[ the years following the “War Between the States,” many
ex-slaves or freedmen came west to make a better life for
themselves. They were called “Exodusters” and many of them
settled in Kansas and Nebraska in communities like Nicodemus,
Kansas, Omaha, Nebraska, and Brownlee, Nebraska in Cherry
County. Some settled even further west in several other
territories. The Shore family lived about six miles away from me
and came from South Carolina and Canada. They considered
homesteading a new opportunity, where they could have
something they never had before - their own land. My other
neighbors, the Clanceys, came from Ireland during the second
potato famine fleeing from religious strife and hunger. Several of
my neighbors were from other places in Europe like
Czechoslovakia, Sweden, and Germany. They all left their
homelands to come to the land of "milk and honey.” In many
ways, my neighbors were like me, searching for something bet-
ter. True, they had different ways, spoke different languages, but
they were good people. They formed the helpful community we




Person #2
An African American from
South Carolina

Person #1
Elderly person from
Pennsylvania

Person #4
22 year old from

Vioin;

Person #3
25 year old from
Germany

Person #6
Civil War Veteran m late
20’s from the Ohio Valley

Person #5
30 year old from
Czechoslovakia

Person #2
You have a spouse and 3

children

Person #1
You have 3 adult
children and 2
grandchildren

Person #4
You are single

Person #3

You have a spouse and 4

| children

Person #6
You have a spouse and 2
children

Person #5
You are single




People Card
Person #1

People Card
Person #2

~ People Card
Person #3

People Card
Person #4

People Card
Person #5

People Card
Person #6

Family Card
Person #1

Family Card
Person #2

Family Card
Person #3

Family Card
Person #4

Family Card
Person #5

Family Card
Person #6




Person #2
Traveled by train and then
horseback

Person #1
Traveled by wagon

Person #4 ,
Took the train to Omaha and
then bought a buckboard

Person #3
Traveled by boat to the U.S.
and then by train

Person #6
Traveled by train and then

bought a wagon

Person #5
Traveled by boat to the U.S.
and then by train

Person #2
You wanted to own land and
work for yourself

Person #1 |
You wanted land for your chil-
dren

Person #4
You could own land some-
thing you could not do in Vir-

ginia

Person #3
You came to the U.S. for free

land, something not heard of in
Europe

Person #6
The government offered land
to veterans who fought in the
Civil War

Person #5
You could own land and be
free




Travel Card
Person #1

Travel Card
Person #2

Travel Card
Person #3

Travel Card
Person #4,

Travel Card
Person #5

Travel Card
Person #6

Reason Card
Person #1

Reason Card
Person #2

Reason Card

Person #3

Reason Card
Person #4

Reason Card
Person #5

Reason Card
Person #6




Person #2 Person #1
3 carpetbags filled with clothes 1 trunk and bag filled with clothes
and
mementoes

Person #4 Person #3
1 trunk filled with clothes and | 2 bags filled with clothes and 1 box
household things of tools

Person #6 Person #5 -
1 trunk filled with good clothes and Brought carpentry tools and
household things clothes

Person #2 Person #1
He was a slave on a plantation and | She is a widow and worked with
was freed after the Civil War her husband on their farm

Person #4 Person #3
She was a school teacher He worked as a
blacksmith

Person #6 Person #5
He was a farmer and then a soldier He was a carpenter
m the Civil War
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Possessions Card
- Person #1

Possessions Card
Person #2

Possessions Card
Person #3

Possessions Card
Person #4

Possessions Card
Person #5

Possessions Card
Person #6

Living Card
Person #1

Living Card
Person #2

Living Card
Person #3

Living Card
Person #4

Living Card
Person #5

Living Card
Person #6




People Who Came West

You're on the

Skip ahead

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Pick up a Roll again! Where are you Who is your [ Go back three! | You gd a slow | Who are you?
People Card move! from? onel! ~ family? Pick start, go back 2
up your Family and get your
Card | family
How are you
| doing?
Stake a Claim! Roll again! Lost a step in Go back 4.- Going west! How are you Roll again! ‘Skipatun | Going west for
yourtravel | Youforgota | - traveling west? | Free Land!
plans. | family member |
Goback3 |
Why are you
going west?
Pick up a
Reason Card. |
You're on the Life seems Are you going Skip ahead 3! | Your house fell
movel! good! to stake a down! Go
claim? back 4 and
back: build again.
How are you
doing?
DO YOU Can you make | What did you Skip ahead You forgot a Didn't plow What did you Plow some
KNOW WHO ||l it? Go back 1 || do? Pick up a one. bag. Go back deep enough. [fbring with you? land

YOUR

PERSON IS?
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Living Card

3 and get it.

Go back 2 and
plow again.

Pick up a

Possession
Card




5. Explain to students that just as the narrative said, people coming
west were led to believe that there were established towns, fertile
soil and plenty of rainfall (to dispute the “desert” idea) out west.
Many of the homesteaders were unprepared and brought very
little with them

Tell students that the railroads and towns out west sent repre-
sentatiives to the eastern United States and Europe to get people
to move to the Great Plains. Often the representatives used
propaganda to make the area seem betier than it really was.

- Show some of the signs that the railroad used. Ask students
what they see in the signs.

Ask students to imagine that they are fown leaders in a small
town out west and there are very few people living nearby. The
people around the town have come to them and asked them to
go east and get some people to move fo their community. What
would they say to get people to move? Have students design
their own propaganda sign.

An Exploring Experience: Have students draw and map their jour-
ney to their homestead claim. ‘Have students create a propaganda
pamphlet for the communities they live in now to entice people to
move there. What would they show and write in their pamphlet?
Have students contact their local Chamber of Commerce and ask for
the information they send to people thinking about moving to their
town. Have students bring in examples of modern day propaganda
with promises or exaggerations.
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Unit 4, Activity 3
Bringing It Along

Theme:

Representatives of western towns
and railroads handed out propa-
ganda to people to entice them to .
move west. Misled by these adver-
tisements, many homesteaders
came west unprepared for life on
the Great Plains.

Objectives:
1. Students will be able to state
how homesteaders came west.

2. Students will be able to state
what people thought the west
looked like and how they ar-
rived at that idea.

Materials Needed: Map of the U.
S. in 1860, People Who Came

West Cards from Activity 2, exam-
ples of the railroad poster and ads

Subject: social studies

Skills: thinking, applying,
analyzing, organizing
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| modes?

Methods: Students will learn the way many people traveled west
to stake a claim. They will also learn about the propaganda the
town and railroad representatives used to entice people to home-
stead.

1. Display a map of the U.S. in 1860 - 1930 that includes trans-
portation trails and railroad lines. Ask students for modes of
travel? Ask students how they think homesteaders traveled
west to stake a claim?

2. Read the narrative statement

Narrative: :

| made a fair living back east, but | didn't own my own place.
Blacksmithing was honest hard work, but | wanted something
more, a place to call my own, to build and pass on to my children.

| wasn't quite sure where that would be until | heard about the land
the government and the railroads were offering out west. The rail-
roads advertised all over with pictures of established towns and
rich soil for planting crops. All one had to do was go west and
stake a claim on free land. They said if you planted crops they
would grow right before your very eyes. The soil out west was just
waiting to be worked and used. At least that's what the advertise-
ments said. | headed West by train to Omaha in the Nebraska Ter-
ritory. Then | bought a buckboard and a team and rode west to
find a claim.

3. Give students the following information:

1. The transcontinental railroad was completed in 1869.

2. The stagecoach was in heavy use where trains were not

available. -

3. Wagons, buggies & buckboards were still in use by indi-

vidual families to get around.

4. River boats could be used on the Mississippi and Missouri
Rivers; many other rivers out west were too shallow or
rocky for river boatls
5. The automobile was in use in 1209, but most peo-
ple could not afford one. It was not generally used until
the 1920's and 1930's.

4. Have students pull out their "People Who Came West" cards
from Activity 2. Have students return to their original groups. The
students need to ask the following questions of each other in re-
gard fo their people cards: 1) Where did that person come from?
2) How did that individual get from his/her place of origin to the
west? 3) Did they change modes of travel? 4) How many different




